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Cumulative cases of Early Infectious Syphilis diagnosed in Northern 
Ireland, 2018-2021

Syphilis diagnosis in UK have increased 
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Total no. Early Infectious Syphilis Cases by Gender, 
Northern Ireland , 2018 - 2021
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Treatment and complications

• Effectively treated with antibiotics

• In absence of treatment – progression 
to chronic infection

• Antenatal infection – congenital syphilis

Epidemiology

• >90% of cases in NI occur 
in men

• Most diagnoses are in gay, bisexual and 
other men who have sex with men

• UK – cases in heterosexual men and women 
have also increased over last 10 years



In primary care…

• Think syphilis
• Consider wider STI testing including HIV
• Discuss with GUM



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

52 new HIV diagnoses 1,123 people living with HIV 

 

65,904 HIV tests 

  

60 new HIV diagnoses 1,234 people living with HIV 

 

65,906 HIV tests 

HIV in Northern Ireland (2020)

94%           100%        97%

Late Diagnosis –
CD4 <350 

2020 – 24/50 (48%)







Possible case – Febrile prodrome with contact with a confirmed case in 21 days before symptoms 
OR 

Clinician has a high suspicion of MPX

Probable case - Unexplained rash on any part of their body plus 1+ classical symptom since 15 March 2022 and either:

Epidemiological link to a confirmed or probable case of monkeypox in the 21 days before symptoms
OR

Travel to West or Central Africa in the 21 days before symptom onset
OR

Is a gay, bisexual or other man who has sex with men (GBMSM)



Incidence of confirmed monkeypox cases by day of symptom onset, as of 
8th June 2022 (UKHSA)



In primary care…

• Initial assessment
• Symptoms and onset
• Risk factors and epidemiological links
• Case definition

• Specialist advice – via Newcastle ID Consultant on-call
• Arrangements for testing

Primary care pathway - Regional Emergency Preparedness Portal -
Home (hscni.net)

https://regional.sharepoint.hscni.net/sites/PHAEP/SitePages/Home.aspx


Questions?


