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Child Safeguarding 
! Definitions:
! Child:   Anyone under the age of 18yr ( 2

(Childrens Act) 2004
! Safeguarding: Action taken to promote 

welfare of all children, 
protecting them from harm.

! Child Protection: Activity to protect 
children who are at risk or 
potential of suffering 
significant harm.



General Practice 
! Majority of children are registered with GP
! Usually first point of contact  for health issues
! 20% consultations are children.
! Usually attend with parents.
! Key in –

! Identifying families at risk
! Supporting those experiencing 

maltreatment
! Providing ongoing care for family
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Case Management 
Reviews

! Safeguarding Board of Northern Ireland 
statutory role 

! Review cases of children who have come to 
significant harm or death who have been on 
Child protection register or sibling has. 

! Retrospect scope
! Details analysis of events and interactions 

between agencies
! Learning and good practice identified 
! Experienced Social worker or police detective 

with a panel
! Consultant
! Social workers 
! NSPCC
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! Trafficking
! Gangs
! Often vulnerable 

children
! Age 10+
! Online
! Go missing from 

home/school

! Involved in petty 
crime

! Antisocial behaviour- 
gangs

! Older partners
! Change in 

appearance 
! Change in behaviour 

and mood



Documentary 
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/m002520t/teen-predatoronline-killer
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/m002520t/teen-predatoronline-killer
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/m002520t/teen-predatoronline-killer
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Case 
antenatal booking 

and carer health
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https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/sites/default/files/2023-10/Late%20Antenatal%20Guidance.pdf
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CO-Sleeping 
– Risk factors

! Very tired
! Alcohol
! Drugs
! Smoking 
! Sofa



"+,)%"*-.)/)-0)%1+/2'0'1+2'*-

GMC:
If you are asked to take part in child protection 
procedures, you must cooperate fully. This 
should include going to child protection 
conferences, strategy meetings and case 
reviews to provide information and give your 
opinion. You may be able to make a 
contribution, even if you have no specific 
concerns (for example, general practitioners 
are sometimes able to share unique insights 
into a child’s or young person’s family). 
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Confidentiality
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RCGP Toolkit
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CPD Appraisal 
requirements

! Learning activity/update
! Multidisciplinary meeting/event
! In practice case discussions /reflections on cases
! Used to be 12 hrs in 3 yr cycle, now competency based
Annually:
! Level 3 safeguarding update.
! Completion of the Safeguarding Structured Reflective 

Template to demonstrate reflection and learning across 
the breadth of all the five areas of safeguarding 
knowledge and capabilities. This must include both 
child and adult safeguarding issues, even if a 
practitioner only works with adults



5 main domains 
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Reflections/
documenting 
learning 

! Name
! Date 
! Date of case 
! ?identifier of 

patient/case
! Summary of case
! What went well
! Would you do 

anything differently
! Actions/learning 

identified 

! Name and date 
! Describe how safeguarding 

works in your place of work
! Describe your role in this . 

Has it changed in last year?
! Describe your safeguarding 

CPD
! Did you fulfil any PDP from 

last yr?
! What went well re 

safeguarding 
! Are there any barriers?
! PDP for next year
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